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WELCOME
Fall 2021, now the start of a second academic year in the shadow of
Covid-19. On Sept 4th Bishop Provenzano will ordain a class of seven
new priests—young people whose last year in seminary was unlike any
before. In January the diocese welcomed two new deacons. These new
clergy have already faced challenges in health, safety, racial justice, food
insecurity, political unrest, and climate change. They have also witnessed
medical miracles, community activism, breakthroughs in space exploration,
and extraordinary heroism from everyday people. We have all learned
much from the events of 2020, but we can begin this year with the
confidence of faith in the future. This graduating class is the future of the
church and all of us in the Diocese of Long Island are blessed to have their
new leadership and creative energy in this challenging time.
Clergy and those in formation here on Long Island are supported by
the Mercer School of Theology through scholarships, and continuing
education opportunities. Lay learners as well are welcome to participate
in many of these programs. And now with the use of digital technology,
learning can happen remotely. It is a joy for us to welcome those who wish
to open their minds to explore and their talents to serve this one diocese
one mission.
Our one request is this: take advantage this coming year of all that the
Diocese of Long Island offers for education and ongoing formation
through the gift of the Mercer School of Theology.

Canon Ted Gerbracht			
Co-Director, Academic Program		
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Diane Muscarella
Co-Director, Operations

CLASSES
The School for Ministry will meet online via Zoom one Saturday each month,
from September through January.
The all-winter semester dates are: 9/18; 10/16; 11/20; 12/18; 1/15 2022.
Class sizes are limited.
Follow the School for Ministry tab on the Mercer website,
or contact Canon Ted Gerbracht, Director of Academic Studies
PHONE: 516-248-4800, ext. 117		

From a “School
of Theology”
forming men for
the priesthood …

EMAIL: tgerbracht@dioceseli.org

AS1 Reading the Bible like an Anglican			

NEW

Time:
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Instructor:
Rev. Dr. Michael Hull
We all read Holy Scripture from own our perspectives from within our
own communities. This course considers Anglicanism as it developed
from the early days of the Reformation until today in five broad strokes:
The Bible in Plain English: John Wycliffe and William Tyndale; the
Bible and the Book of Common Prayer; The Bible, Richard Hooker, and
the Caroline Divines; the Bible and modern biblical criticism; and the
Bible in the life of the Anglican Communion today.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE

THE MERCER STORY

TH3 Anglican Theology						 NEW

The Mercer School began in the
post-WWII period to support
men employed full-time called to
become Episcopal priests to fill
the need for pastors for churches
growing in the new communities
springing up during the postwar
period. Originally a modified
version of a residential seminary
program, Mercer has evolved into
an educational institution offering
a variety of in-person and online
programs to support the changing
needs of twenty-first century
ordained and lay ministries.

Time: 	10:30 am – 11:45 am
Instructor: 	Rev. Canon Dr. Bruce Griffith
Attention is directed to the history of Anglican theological content,
methodology, and development with readings drawn mostly from
Anglican theologians and historians. The two-semester course
begins with Rowan Williams, Why Study the Past. We then examine
philosophy and history in the formulations of Anglican perspectives
on theological themes such as: the person, nature, and work of
Jesus Christ; God’s gracious action in creation and redemption; the
revolution caused by the debates of the 19th century; and the place of
denominationalism in the formation of doctrine since the founding of
the World Faith and Order Conference.
PREREQUISITE: Previous study in systematic theology, such as
completion of TH1-2.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE
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NT2 Gospel of John

To a “School for
Ministry” preparing
all for 21st century
ministries

From Room to Zoom

Time:
9:00 am – 10:15 am
Instructor:
Rev. Dr. Michael Hull
The course introduces the Gospel of John, often called the “Fourth
Gospel” and seen as a diptych of the “Book of Signs” and the “Book of
Glory.” The course looks to the Gospel’s background, literary structure,
theological themes, and Christology. Selected passages of the Gospel are
exegeted in detail.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE

CH3 Episcopal Church History
Time:
9:00 am – 10:15 am
Instructor:
Right Rev. Dr. R. William Franklin
An historical exploration of the development and form of Anglican
Christianity that emerged in the American Episcopal Church from
its initial planting in Jamestown in 1607 to the present day. We
will consider the development of a new form of church governance,
regional differences in practice and polity, missionary strategies, and
the overall response of the Episcopal Church to the needs of Episcopal
communities of the faithful in the diverse religious landscape of the
United States. Our purpose is to prepare you to use history pastorally
in your various ministries.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE
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OT3 Prophecy

The School for
Ministry invites
your suggestions
and feedback
about our
programs.
Follow the School for Ministry
tab on the Mercer website,
or contact Canon Ted Gerbracht,
Director of Academic Studies
phone: 516-248-4800, ext. 117
email: tgerbracht@dioceseli.org

Time:
1:15 pm – 2:30 pm
Instructor:
Rev. Dr. Michael Hull
The course introduces the classical prophets of the Old Testament,
particularly Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, and Zephaniah. The course pays close attention to their
literary traditions, historical and cultural contexts, and thematic
structures. Selected passages are exegeted in detail.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE

TH1 Systematic Theology					

REVISED

Time:
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Instructor:
Rev. Dr. Joshua Samuel
The first of a two-course sequence for those without prior theological
training and wish to engage in a systematic study of Christian
doctrines such as God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Trinity, Church etc. Using
Alister McGrath’s Christian Theology: An Introduction (sixth edition)
which is modeled on the Apostles Creed, this introductory (and
preparatory) course will help the participants to read and reflect on
themes fundamental to the life and witness of the Church. Taking
into consideration the realities of religious pluralism and racism in our
society, the course will end with discussion on theologies of religious
diversity and Black liberation theology.
TO REGISTER CLICK HERE
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ONLINE LUNCH & LEARN
Lunch & Learn began as the response to a question: What if we offered short courses
for busy people during the lunch hour? A mid-day schedule could attract those who
could commute to the school late morning and leave before evening rush hour. And so
“Lunch & Learn” was born. Launched during Eastertide 2018, we celebrated the 150th
anniversary of our diocese with a course on the history of our Episcopal tradition. Since
then, experts have joined us to offer courses on the Hymnal, the Book of Common
Prayer, the Letters of Paul and other scriptural, theological and liturgical subjects.

Lunch & Learn
We are expanding this program
of mid-day short courses in
scripture, liturgy, history or
theology designed for laity.
Offering the classes via Zoom
allows us to eliminate the
commute! Each course meets
for one hour on one weekday
over a four- or five-week period.
Programs offered at Advent, Lent,
and Eastertide have been linked
to the themes of those segments
of our liturgical calendar.
Check our website
periodically for
announcements!

Our move to an online “Virtual” Lunch & Learn via Zoom in spring 2020 offered a more
convenient venue for those working either at home or in the office and allowed us to
increase our offerings. Beginning in October 2021, we plan to offer at least one L&L
course per month. Courses for the first three months are already scheduled (SEE BELOW)
ALL COURSES MEET ON A WEEKDAY FROM 12 NOON – 1 PM VIA ZOOM

Walking the Walk and Talking the Talk:
The Letter to the Hebrews and Christian Life
with the Rev. Canon Lloyd (Tony) Lewis
The Letter to the Hebrews is one of the most influential
Lewis
writings in the New Testament. Join us three
Wednesdays (October 6, 13, and 20) as we listen to Hebrews and
hear it as a charge to live the Christian Life (our WALK) based on a
profoundly theological picture of God’s activity in the world and in
our lives (the author’s TALK). Canon Lewis is recently retired from
the Virginia Theological Seminary.

Humanity and Our Landscape

There is no charge for
these courses.
Register online at the
Mercer website:
www.mercerschool.org/
lunch-and-learn-series.html
You will receive ZOOM meeting
details a few days before
the first class.

Over four Wednesdays (November 3, 10, 17, and 24),
The Rev John McGinty, former Canon for Formation and
Dean of the Mercer School will lead us on a journey as
McGinty
we consider ‘who we are, what we do, and where God is in
all of it.’ Beginning with our own life story, we ask questions: What?
When? Where? And above all, Why?

The New Church Year
With Advent 2021we begin Year C in our Sunday
Eucharistic Lectionary. On the first Sunday in Advent
2021 we open the gospel of Luke. Our conversation for
Delaney
Lunch & Learn will explore the Christian story through
the eyes, ears and voice of Luke. Join Canon Michael Delaney,
Diocesan Canon Liturgist, at mid-day on the following three
Wednesdays in Advent: December 2, 9, and 16.
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O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you
for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world.
Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and
show us your presence in those who differ most from us, until
our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
			

—P
 rayer for the Diversity of Races and Cultures,
Book of Common Prayer (1979)
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